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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2Xa) for the foUowing reasons: 
QaimsNos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



QaimsNos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Qaims Nos.: 

because tfa^ are dq}endent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Riile 64a). 
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This Intemationdf) Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 

Because of the reasons given below, this international application includes 
20 groups of inventions which do not satisfy the requirement of unity of 
invention. . 

Main group: ^^claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 31-33, 39, 77, 78, 102, 103, 116, 122, 
. 123, 126, 135, 136, 155, 156, 159, 165-167, 169, 170, 172, 195-197, 203, 241, 
242'' 

Group 2: ^^claims 4, 92, 93, 161-164, 168, 256, 257'^ 
Group 3: ^^claims 7, 115, 121, 148, 154, 171" 

Group 4: ^"claims 9-14, 82, 112-114, 127, 145-147, 160, .173-178, 246'' 
Group 5: '^claims 15-18, 128, 132-134, 179-182" (Continued to extra sheet) 

As all required addiOonal seardi fees were timely paid by &e applicant, this intemadonal search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As an searchable claims could be searched without efifoit jusdQ'ing an additional fee, ttiis Authority did not mvite payment of 
any additional fea 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for ^^ich fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



^ I ^ I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 
Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 31-33, 39, 77, 78, 102, 103, 116, 122, 123, 126, 135, 
136; 155, 156, 159, 165-167, 169, 170, 172, 195-197, 203, 241, 242 

Remark on Protest I — I additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I ^ I ' No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Group 6 
Group 7 
Group 8 
Group 9 
Group 10 
Group 1 1 
Group 12 
Group 13 
Group 14 : 
Group 15 
Group 16 
Group 17 
Group 18 
Group 19 
Group 20 



^^claims 19-23, 105, 106, 138, 139, 183-187'' 
^^claims 24, 25, 188, 189" 

^^claims 26, 87, 88, 104, 120, 130, 137, 190, 251, 252" 
^^claims 27, 28, 86, 191, 192, 250'' 

^^claims 29, 30, 119, 152, 193, 194" 

^^claims 34, 35, 107, 140, 198, 199" 

^"claims 36-38, 118, 151, 200-202" 

^^claims 83, 89, 153,. 247, 253" 
^claims 40-76, 110, 111, 117, 125, 143, 144, 149, 150, 204-240' 

'^^claims 79-81, 243-245" 

^^claims 84, 108, 109, 141, 142, 158, 258" 
^^claims "85, 124, 157, 249" 
^^claims 90, 91, 129, 254, 255" 
^^claims 94-99, 131, 258-263" 
^^claims 100, 101, 264, 265" 



The matter common to the inventions of claims 1-265 is an information 
acquisition device disclosed in claim 1. 

However, the search has revealed that this information device is not 
novel since it is disclosed in dociament 1: JP 2001-24 665 A (Victor Company 
Of Japan, Ltd.) / 26 January, 2001 (26.01-01), Abstract, claim!, and Par. 
Nos. [0001] to [0003] or doctament 2: JP 2001-156723 A (NTT Docomo Inc.), 
08 June, 2001 (08.06.01), Abstract, claims 1, 2. 

As a result, the information acquisition device of claim 1 makes no 
contribution over the prior art and this common matter ( '^the information 
acquisition device) cannot be special technical feature" within the 
meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence. 

When the aforementioned prior art is compared to the second to the twentieth 
group of inventions, the respective (temporary) special technical 
features" are as follows: ^'an address other than its own address is 
included"; ^'a selection unit for selecting information"; ^""a setting unit 
for setting information associated with the type of information acquired"; 
^^a server address extraction unit, and a second transmission unit for 
performing signal transmission in the format different from the first 
transmission unit"; ^'an alarm unit for performing an alarm when the 
information is incomplete"; ^'an information size setting unit for setting 
the maximum value of the information capacity"; '^a user information storage 
unit for storing information relating to a user"; ^^a device information 
storage unit for storing device information"; ^^an inforiaation acquisition 
history storage unit for storing information identification information"; 
^^a control program update unit for extracting a control program for the 
signal received"; '"an information acquisition device further including 
an encryption unit performing ..l>y the encryption key"; ^^an information 
providing de.vice further including an encryption unit for encrypting the 
information"; '''an imaging unit for acquiring image data"; ^'an information 
providing device further including a second information reception unit"; 
^^a signal' transmission unit for notifying that information can be 
provided"; '^the first information reception unit includes a plurality 
of reception units and further an information selection unit for selecting 
information to be provided in accordance with the respective reception 
units"; ^'information providing history database"; '^a third information 
transmission unit, anda third information reception unit"; an information 
processing unit for processing the information." 

There is no technical relationship among those inventions of group 
1 to group 20 involving one or more of the same or corresponding special 
technical feature- (Continued to next page) 
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It should be noted that claims 12 6 and 159 correspond to claims 103 
and 136 with addition of a known technique and they are classified in 
the same groups of claims 103 and 136. 
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